
 

 

The Elementary Level Student of the Month is Samantha Santiago, a fifth 

grader at Gloria Floyd Elementary School.  Samantha is truly a shining example of a good 

citizen as she was instrumental in the implementation of the Kindergarten Cop/Youth 

Crime Watch program at her school and she recently convinced the EESAC to allocate 

$4,000 towards the school’s Accelerated Reader and “Writing to a Prompt” programs. In 

addition to this, Samantha supported her school’s recent food drive where she not only 

donated, but also helped with sorting and organizing. Samantha also serves as a peer 

tutor to struggling students at her school.  Way to go Samantha!  

The Secondary Level Student of the Month is Othell Watson, an eighth grader 

at Brownsville Middle School. Inspired by the Rachel’s Challenge program, Othell 

decided to run for President of Chain Reaction, a committee created to help promote a 

kind and compassionate school culture.  Othell also spearheaded the successful 

Thanksgiving community service project at his school and is currently working on 

planning a Christmas holiday toy and clothing drive to help families in his community. 

Everyone who comes in contact with Othell recognizes his leadership skills and 

understands that he is a role model for other secondary students across our District.  

Way to go Othell!  
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“Desire is the key to motivation, but 
it’s determination and commitment to 
an unrelenting pursuit of your goal, a 
commitment to excellence, that will 
enable you to attain the success you 

seek.” 
-Mario Andretti 

 

National Mentoring Month 
 

Slavery and Human Trafficking  
 Prevention Month 

 
Florida Jewish History Month   

 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day –   

January 18 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Citizenship Students of the Month 

Samantha Santiago and Othell Watson 

Principal, Ms. Rhonda Williams 
(middle) accepting on behalf of 
Barbara Hawkins Elementary. 

Go Hornets!  

 

 

 

 

The Values Matter School of the Month is awarded 

to Barbara Hawkins Elementary School.  Barbara Hawkins 

Elementary School’s students and staff have truly 

demonstrated a commitment to the Values Matter program.  

November was Homeless Awareness Month and the school 

was able to collect and proudly donate hundreds of personal 

hygiene items to Camillus House. The school also made 

citizenship an integral part of journal writing for the month.  

Second and third graders in particular, created citizenship 

journals where they reflected on what they learned about 

being a good citizen.  The school also participated in a 

Thanksgiving Turkey Drive for families in their community.  

Most recently, the third grade class held a student 

representative election as the culminating activity on a unit on 

citizenship.  Barbara Hawkins Elementary has been actively 

committed to promoting good citizenship this past month and 

making Values Matter every day of the year.   

 

http://www.mentoring.org/our-work/campaigns/national-mentoring-month/
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/mission/protect/trafficking/end/january-human-trafficking-awareness-month/7509
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/mission/protect/trafficking/end/january-human-trafficking-awareness-month/7509
http://jmof.fiu.edu/education/fjhm/
http://www.thekingcenter.org/king-holiday
http://www.thekingcenter.org/king-holiday


 

 

INSTEAD OF… TRY THINKING… 
I’m not good at this. Nobody is good at everything.  

I can’t do this as well as others.  We all have strengths and 
weaknesses.  

I give up.  I can keep trying. 

This is too hard.  I will ask for assistance or 
support.  

I can’t make this any better.  I can always improve, so I’ll 
keep trying.  

I made a mistake.  Mistakes help me learn better.  

It’s good enough.  Is it really my best work?  

                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 Have students make a list of their dreams and goals.  The New 

Year is a great time for resolutions and goal setting.  Make 

sure students include both short term and long term goals on 

the list.  Students should identify what steps to take to reach 

their goals.  

 Ask students to brainstorm ideas for encouraging others to 

keep trying.  Include self-encouragement in the conversation 

and discuss ways people can motivate themselves through 

positive self-talk. 

 Have students research people who have accomplished great 

things. This type of research can be done in a variety of 

subject areas and disciplines.  What would have happened if 

these people had given up before reaching their goals? 

 Have students research alumni from the school who have 

successfully pursued excellence.  Create a wall of excellence 

with pictures and descriptions of these school-site success 

stories. 

 Have students write about a time when they felt discouraged 

in the pursuit of excellence. What are some ways to overcome 

discouragement and not give up?  

 Have students write a story about someone in their own 

personal life who they admire because that person has 

pursued excellence. 

 Have students interview leaders in their community or school 

to determine what it took for them to get to where they are 

today.  Have the students discuss how the pursuit of 

excellence played into the leader’s success. 

 

 

 Have students create a “Pursuit of Excellence” award 

or paper medallion for someone in the school who 

they believe is a good role-model for the pursuit of 

excellence.  Have students present the award to that 

person. 

 Have students discuss or write about a time that 

they were successful at something.  What behaviors 

contributed to their success?  

 Have students brainstorm problem behaviors that 

they may exhibit which get in the way of their 

success.  Have students write the behaviors on a 

piece of paper (cursing, skipping, tardiness, 

procrastination, etc.) of what they need to stop 

doing in order to be successful.  Then walk around 

the room with a garbage can and have students 

throw away their negative behaviors.  Check in with 

the students the following week to assess how they 

are doing with their goals.  

 
What Can I Say 

To Myself? 

Values Matter at Hialeah Gardens Elementary!  

 Revisit the My Goal activity 

in the Values Matter 

Opening of School 

Implementation Guide.  

 The beginning of a new 

calendar year is a good time 

for goal setting. Have  

 students fill out the goal setting form and place it 

where they can see it frequently.  

 If your students set goals back in September, ask 

them to reflect on their progress towards their 

goals and make adjustments.  

http://osi.dadeschools.net/
http://osi.dadeschools.net/
http://osi.dadeschools.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Character Lessons 

Login to your employee portal and 
click on the Discovery Education 
icon.  Use the search term goal 
setting to find videos and lessons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Students 

Grades K-2:  
Draw or write to tell about an activity that you have not given up on. 
Grades 3-5:  
Pursuit of excellence means doing your best, not giving up, and 
striving towards a goal. Write about your goals and how you plan on 
pursuing them. 
Grades 6-12:  
Think about something you worked extremely hard to accomplish in 
your life. How do your efforts compare with the efforts of 
characters pursuing excellence in the text you have read? Cite 
specific details from the text to support your answer.   

 
 

 

 Have a discussion with your child about role models.  Discuss how your child’s 
role model has demonstrated excellence.   

 Discuss family members, neighbors, or others you know who have achieved a 
goal by pursuing excellence. 

 Create an excellence chart with your child.  On the left side write “excellence 
is…” and on the right side write “excellence is not…”  After you have completed 
the two sides decorate the chart and hang it up. 

 Create goals for the month with your child.  At the end of each week review the 
goals that you have each set and give each other feedback and encouragement 
for staying focused on that goal. 

 Discuss that pursuit of excellence means doing your best at whatever it is you’re 
doing.  This includes your daily chores.  Compare what excellence in chore 
completion is and is not.  Create a checklist with your child that will assist 
him/her to demonstrate excellence when completing chores such as cleaning 
their room or any given task.   

 Look for opportunities to reinforce your child for trying his/her best and putting 
forth maximum effort. 

Values Matter at David Lawrence K-8 Center!  



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

K-2  Aesop’s Fables. The Tortoise and the Hare 

 Aesop’s Fables.The Ant and the Grasshopper 

 DePaola, Tomie. Pancakes for Breakfast 

 Dr. Seuss. Oh The Places You’ll Go! 

 Hopkinson, Deborah. Apples to Oregon 

 Judge, Lita. Flight School 

3-5  Demi,  The Empty Pot 

 DePaola, Tomie. The Legend of the Indian Paintbrush 

 Krull, Kathleen. Wilma Unlimited: How Wilma 

Rudolph Became the World's Fastest Woman 

 Williams, Karen Lynn.  Galimoto 

6-8  Baur, Joan. Hope Was There  

 Cushman, Karen. The Midwife’s Apprentice 

 Farmer, Nancy. The Sea Trolls  

 Holub, Josef. An Innocent Soldier 

 Myers, Walter Dean. The Greatest: Muhammad Ali 

 Ryan, Pam Munoz. Esperanza Rising 

9-12  Adams, Richard. Watership Down  

 Carson, Ben. Gifted Hands  

 Gibson, William. The Miracle Worker  

 Krakauer, John. Into the Wild  

 London, Jack. The Call of the Wild  

 

 http://www.goodcharacter.com/ISOC/Diligence.html 

 https://www.charactercounts.org 

 http://www.learningtogive.org 

 https://www.ethemes.missouri.edu 

 

 
 
 

 

Citizenship matters at  Alonzo and Tracy Mourning Senior 
High. 

 

 

 

 
Recommended Reading List  

 

Elementary 
 

  

 

 

Middle 
 

 

 

Senior 

Character Lessons 
 

Kendale Elementary students in the Pursuit of Excellence!  

 
Poinciana Park Elementary students in the 

Pursuit of Excellence! 

 Values Matter at Twin Lakes Elementary! 

http://www.goodcharacter.com/ISOC/Diligence.html
http://www.charactercounts.org/
http://www.learningtogive.org/
http://www.ethemes.missouri.edu/
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/elLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/middleLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/seniorLessons(S.S.).pdf

