
 

 

The Elementary Level Student of the Month is Steven Mejia, a first grader from 
Dr. Carlos J. Finlay Elementary School.   Steven decided to not be a bystander and 
to take action when a classmate was being picked on in the cafeteria.  Although 
other students were just standing there, Steven was a responsible citizen and did 
the right thing by quickly seeking adult help.   

The Secondary Level Student of the Month is Zaire Gladden.  Zaire is a seventh 
grader from Country Club Middle School. Zaire takes personal responsibility for 
the classroom environment and takes a leadership role in ensuring the school is 
clean and orderly. Zaire feels that it is a shared responsibility of everyone in the 
school to maintain a clean and inviting environment.   
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FAIRNESS: Treating people impartially, not playing favorites, being open-minded, and maintaining an objective attitude 
toward those whose actions and ideas are different from our own.  
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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 

Students of the Month: Steven Mejia (left) 
and Zaire Gladden (right).  

 

National Impaired Driving Prevention Month  
 

World AIDS Day – December 1 
 

Giving Tuesday – December 1 
 

Day of Persons with Disabilities – December 3 
 

Volunteer Day – December 5 
 

Human Rights Day – December 10 
 

End Homelessness Day – December 21 
 

New Year’s Eve – December 31 
 
 

The Values Matter School of the Month is awarded to Flagami Elementary School.   
During the month of October, the school made responsibility a school-wide priority by:  

 Including daily morning announcements with a Responsibility Matters corner.  

 Sponsoring one of the only elementary level Lead 2 Feed program which 
focused on the responsibility of being a member of the community and doing 
service for others.   

 Tying responsibility to Hispanic Heritage Month by creating bulletin boards 
highlighting Hispanic leaders who exemplify responsibility and writing articles 
in their new bilingual school newspaper, the “Flagami Herald”, about the 
value of responsibility.   

 Having school patrols give out “caught being responsible” tickets to deserving 
students. The tickets were then put into a raffle for weekly prizes. 

 

 

 

 

Responsibility Students of the Month!  

Responsibility School of the Month!  

Flagami’s Mascot, “Mr. Fox”   

http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/newtsm/pdf/2015-SafetyWeeks-ConferencesCalendar.pdf
http://www.worldaidsday.org/
http://www.givingtuesday.org/
https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/disability-day/
http://www.unv.org/what-we-do/intl-volunteer-day.html
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/
http://www.doonething.org/calendar/homelessday.htm


 

                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Applicable Standards 

 MAFS.912.S-MD.2.6 Use probabilities to make fair 
decisions. 

 SS.912.P.13.4 Discuss the history of intelligence 
testing, including historical use and misuse in the 
context of fairness. 

 SS.1.C.3.1 Explain how decisions can be made or how 
conflicts might be resolved in fair and just ways.   

 SS.K.C.2.3 Describe fair ways for groups to make 
decisions.  

 

 Stack ten pennies, next to that stack two nickels, then place one 
dime next to the two stacks.  Begin by discussing the fact that 
although each set of coins looks different, they all have the same 
value.  This is the same with people, we may look different on the 
outside, but we are all of equal value and deserve fair treatment.  

 Invite a judge to talk to your class or group about how he or she 
makes a fair decision in the courtroom. 

 Write the Eleanor Roosevelt’s quote, “It is not fair to ask of others 
what you are not willing to do yourself” on the board.  Discuss the 
meaning of this quote by a famous first lady who dedicated her life 
to helping improve the quality of other’s lives.  Follow this 
discussion with a brainstorming session on situations that students 
see as unfair and try to come up with solutions together. 

 Have students research and write about how the legal system 
works in a democracy.  How does this democratic system 
administer justice and fairness?  What parts of the democratic 
system work to achieve fairness? 

 Play a game of “Fair or Foul?”  Have students write the word fair 
on one side of the paper and foul on the other.   Create scenarios 
and let students vote whether it’s fair or not by holding up the 
appropriate side of the paper.  Have students discuss what makes 
the fouls unfair.   

 Bring candy or pencils or some other prize for the class.  Make sure 
to bring five less than the total number of students in the class.  
Pass the prize around in a bag and tell everyone that they can take 
one.  When the students discover that there is an unfair situation, 
discuss the following questions:  1- How did the students that did 
not get the candy feel?  How about those that did?  2- What would 
be the fair solution to the problem?  3- Can you think of another 
situation when people might feel left out or rejected? 

 As a class, have students brainstorm things that are unfair in the 
school, in their lives, or society.  Have students come up with ways 
they can help change these unfair situations.    

 Revisit the “Walk a Mile in My Shoes” activity in the Values Matter 
Opening of Schools Implementation Guide. Create a door or 
bulletin board with this theme.  

 

 Discuss the rules for fighting fair as a way to resolve conflicts 
peacefully.  Discuss why the fouls could cause the conflict to 
escalate. 

 The Band-Aid Activity: Helping students differentiate between 
fairness and equality.  Distribute “injury cards” to students 
(index cards with various injuries listed one per card). Ask 
students, one at a time, to share their injury, giving each student 
a Band-Aid (regardless of the injury).  If anyone complains or 
questions the Band-Aid, simply say that it would not be fair if 
everyone did not get the same thing.  There will be a lot of 
opportunity for discussion.   

 

 
Values Matter at M.A. Milam K-8 Center!   

http://store.peaceeducation.org/rulesforfightingfairposter.aspx
http://osi.dadeschools.net/valuesmatter/
http://osi.dadeschools.net/valuesmatter/


 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
Character Lessons 

 Login to your employee portal and click on the Discovery 
Education icon.  Use the search term fairness to find videos and 
lessons.  Below you will find a few sample lessons.  

 
K-5   Why We Have Rules: Safety & Fairness 
K-5   Hand in Hand: It’s the Law 
6-8   Trade: History of Measuring Weight 
9-12 Fairness & Inequality 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fair students… 
 treat others the way they want 

to be treated. 

 take turns and share. 

 play by the rules. 

 think about how their actions will 
affect others. 

 listen to others with an open 
mind. 

 don’t blame others for their 
mistakes. 

 

For Children 

Grades K-2:  
Draw or write to tell about ways you can be fair. When something is 
unfair, how does that make you feel? 
Grades 3-5:  
Fair means being OK with people whose actions and ideas are different 
from your own. Write about a time when you saw a person being 
treated unfairly. How would that situation be different if the person was 
treated fairly?  
Grades 6-12:  
Does fairness mean that all people are treated justly at all times no matter 
what? Draw or write your response.     

 
 
 

 

Values Matter at Cutler Bay Middle School!   

To Parents 

 Talk with your child about the importance of being fair with people. Make sure he/she knows that 
it is important to you, and that it will lead to stronger relationships.  

 Discuss rules that you want your child to follow regarding fairness.  Create a poster together, 
decorate it, and put it up in the house.  Refer to the rules often so they will be reinforced. 

 Playing board games, cards, or sports with your child is a good way to teach him/her about 
following rules and taking turns.  While playing as a family, take opportunities to talk about fair 
play.   

 Children often say that things at home are not fair.  As adults we must remember that some young 
children are quite literal and need to have things explained.  Here are some reflective ways to 
teach children the difference between equality and fairness: 

 Equal is only applied when two things are EXACTLY the same. 

 No two children in a family will be treated exactly the same because everyone is 
different. 

 Every child has different needs at different times so their situations are always being 
adjusted. 

 Parents make every attempt to treat everyone fairly. 

 

Journal Entries 
 



 

 

 
 

K-2  Brown, Marcia. Stone Soup 

 Cronin, Doreen. Click, Clack, Moo: Cows That Type 

 Kimmel, Eric. Cactus Soup 

 Lester, Helen. Me First 

 Pfister, Marcus. The Rainbow Fish 

 Seuss, Dr. The Sneetches 

 Various Authors. The Little Red Hen 

3-5  Clifton, Lucille. Everett Anderson’s Friend 

 Cohen, Barbara. Molly’s Pilgrim 

 Hoffman, Mary. Amazing Grace 

 Kimmel, Eric. Cactus Soup 

 Krull, Kathleen. Harvesting Hope: The Story of 
Cesar Chavez 

 Lester, Helen. Me First 

 Lovell, Patty. Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon 

 Seuss, Dr. The Sneetches 

 Various Authors. The Little Red Hen 

6-8  Freedman, Russell. Equal Rights  

 Huser, Clen. Stitches 

 Spinelli, Jerry. Crash  

 Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear Me Cry  

9-12  Christie, Agatha. And Then There Were None 

 Gaines, Ernest J. The Autobiography of Miss Jane 
Pittman  

 Hosseini, Khaled. The Kite Runner  

 

 http://www.goodcharacter.com/ISOC/Fairness.html 

 https://www.charactercounts.org 

 http://www.learningtogive.org 

 https://www.ethemes.missouri.edu 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Citizenship matters at  Alonzo and Tracy Mourning Senior 
High. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reading List  

 

Elementary 

 

  

 

Values Matter at Westland-Hialeah Senior!  

 

Middle 

 

 

 

Senior 

Social Sciences 
Character Lessons  

 

Values Matter at Coral Way K-8!  

http://www.goodcharacter.com/ISOC/Fairness.html
http://www.charactercounts.org/
http://www.learningtogive.org/
http://www.ethemes.missouri.edu/
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/elLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/middleLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/seniorLessons(S.S.).pdf

