
 

SHENANDOAH MIDDLE SCHOOL  
MUSEUMS MAGNET 

Required Summer Reading List and Assignments 
 

Below are your choices for your required summer reading and assignment for the 
upcoming school year.  You must: 

 Choose ONE book to read. 

 Complete one of the graphic organizers attached based on the book you chose 
(fiction or non-fiction book).  

 Prepare for a reading comprehension test which will be given the first week of 
school.  

Your graphic organizer will be due within the first week of school.   
The summer reading will be part of the first nine weeks curriculum so come ready to 
discuss the book. 
 

Find your upcoming grade level and choose ONE of the following books to read: 
 

6th Grade 
The False Prince by Jennifer Nielsen    

 Kingdom Keepers by Ridley Pearson 
Savvy by Ingrid Law 

 Summer Ball by Mike Lupica  
 Gross Universe by Jeff Szpirglas 
 
 

7th Grade         
Gossamer by Lois Lowry 
Life As We Knew It by Susan Beth Pfeffer 
Silent to the Bone by E.L. Konisburg 
The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred  
Kropp by Rick Yancey 
What Are You Afraid Of?  By Donald Gallo  

 

8th Grade                   
The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan 
Tears of the Salamander  
    by Peter Dickinson 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson  
Breathing Underwater by Alex Flinn  

            Chew on This by Eric Schlosser  
 

Fiction Fiction Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Fiction Fiction Fiction Fiction Non-Fiction 

Non-Fiction Fiction Fiction Fiction Fiction 



 
 

ELL Students (Grades 6-8) 
Super Fudge by Judy Blume  
   (ELL Levels 1-2 only) 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney  
Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida 
     by Victor Martinez 
A Step From Heaven by An Na 

 
 
 

Character: a person in a novel, play, or movie 

Conflict: the dramatic struggle between two forces in a story 

Climax: is the turning point or highest point of the story, sometimes called the 

crisis 

Turning Point: a point at which a decisive change takes place; critical point; 

crisis; a point at which something changes direction, especially in a story 

Theme: the meaning behind or revealed by a story; sometimes defined as the 

moral of a story 

Central Claim: a thesis or main argument of an essay 

Argument: a reason or set of reasons given with the aim of persuading others 

that an action or idea is right or wrong 

Evidence:  the facts or information used to prove whether a claim is true or valid 

Solution: the way a problem, issue or conflict is resolved 

Point of View: the author’s belief, attitude, or position about a given topic 

 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Language Arts Department 
Chairperson, Beatriz Alvarez at bettyalvarez@dadeschools.net 

Fiction Fiction Fiction Fiction 
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SUMMER READING - FICTION/GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

Book Title:                     Themes/lessons learned from the text: 

Who are the MAIN characters? Provide a brief description for each. 

 

 

What is the central conflict? 

 

                              Summary of Events: 

How does the central conflict begin?  (Initiating Event) 

 

 

When does the story take place?   

Where does the story take place? (Provide background info) 

 

Which decision or event is the climax or turning point? 

 

 

How does the central conflict end/get resolved? 

 

 



SUMMER READING – NON-FICTION/GRAPHIC ORGANIZER 

Book Title:                     Lessons learned from the text: 

What is the central claim of the text?  

 

 

What main arguments are made to support this claim? 

 

                              Summary: 

What evidence does the author use to support their arguments?   

 

 

What possible solutions or alternatives are addressed to resolve the issue?   

 

 

What is the author’s point of view in regards to the topic?   

 

 

What is your point of view of the topic?  Do you agree or disagree?  Why? 

 


	Summer Reading 2016 (2)
	SUMMER READING 2015 Graphic Organizer

