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Student Name:_________________________________      Date:______________________ 

 
2nd quarter Civics Study Guide 

In completing this study guide, you will need to draw on your knowledge from throughout the second nine weeks.  You may even 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜƳ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ όǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 9±9w¸¢ILbD Ƨǳǎǘ ȅŜǘύΦ   

You will only get one copy of this study packetΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǎŜ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ to print out another through eCampus. 

 
The Federal Government: The Legislative Branch 

Vocabulary Review - Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government: 

1. Debate  
 

2. Vote  
 

3. Bill  
 

4. Law  
 

5. Veto  
 

6. Bicameral  
 

7. Congress  
 

8. Senate  
 

9. House of 
Representatives 

 
 
 

10. Speaker of the 
House 

 
 

11. President Pro 
Tempore 

 
 

12. Cloture   
 

 

Structure of Congress 

1. What are the requirements to 
become a Congressman in the 
United States? 

House of Representatives 
1. Must be ________ years old 
2. _______ years a citizen  
3. ___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Senate 
1. Must be ________ years old 
2. _______ years a citizen  
3. ___________________________ 

___________________________ 

2. What is the length of a term 
for a congressman? How many 
terms can they serve? 

House of Representatives 
1. Length of Term:____________ 
2. How many terms can they 

serve? 
 

Senate 
1. Length of Term:_____________ 
2. How many terms can they 

serve? 
 

 

3. How many members are in 
Congress combined? In House 
of Representative? In the 
Senate?   

Total Members: __________ 

House of Representatives number of 
members: _________ 

Senate number of members: __________ 
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4. How is the number of 
representatives/senators 
determined? 

In the House, representation is based on 
________________________. The larger 
the____________ of the state, the more 

representatives for that state.  

In the Senate, representation is 
_____________. There are _______ 

Senators per state.  

5. Who is the leader of the House 
of Representatives?  The 
leader of the Senate? The 
active leader of the senate? 

 

 

The Powers and Roles of Congress 

1. What are the important powers 
of Congress (The Legislative 
Branch)? 

 
 
 
 

2. Where does Congress get its 
power (Hint: WHERE in the US 

Constitution) 

 
 
 
 

3. How does a bill become a law 
(LIST THE STEPS EXPLICILTY)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Federal Government: The Executive Branch  

Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government: 

1. President  
 

2. Executive  
 

3. Cabinet  
 
 

4. Pardon  
 

5. Impeach  
 

6. Commander-in-
Chief 

 
 

7. Chief Diplomat  
 

8. Legislator  
 

9. Chief Executive  
 

10. Party Leader  
 

11. Head of State  
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The Powers and Roles of the President 

1. What are the requirements for a 
person to become the President?  

1. Must be _______ years old 
 

2.  
 

3.  
 

2. How long is a presidential term in 
office?  How many terms/years 
can a president serve?  Why? 

 
A presidential term is ________ years long. The President can serve for a maximum 
of _______ terms and ________ years because of the _____th amendment.  
 

3. What are some powers of the 
president/executive branch? 
Explain them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How do checks and balances limit 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΚ Give 
examples. 

 
 
 
 
 

5. If the president dies, what is the 
line of succession (first 4 people)?  
Where is the succession 
described (HINT: Look in the 
Constitution.) 

1. Vice President  
2. ___________________ 
3. ___________________ 
4. ___________________ 

 
Presidential Succession is described in the Presidential Succession Act of 1947 and 
in the ______th Amendment of the Constitution.  

 

6. What is the Electoral College and 
how does it help decide the 
presidency? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Federal Government: The Judicial Branch  
 

Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government: 

Judicial Branch  
 

Judicial Review  
 

Constitutional  
 

Unconstitutional  
 

Nullify  
 

Supreme Court  
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Civil Law  
 

Criminal Law  
 

Appellate Court  
 

Federal Court System  
 

State Court System  
 

Evidence  
 

 

The Powers and Roles of the Judicial Branch 

1. 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ .ǊŀƴŎƘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ 
in the lawmaking process at the 
federal level. (what can the 
Judicial Branch do when it comes 
to laws?) 

 
 
 
 

2. How the does the Constitution 
limit the power of the Judicial 
Branch? (checks and balances 
examples) 

 
 
 
 

3. Write in the different 
LEVELS of the federal court 
system in the pyramid, with 
the lowest level starting at 
the bottom.  
 

 

 
 

4. How many Justices are on the 
Supreme Court? 

 

 

5. What is the appointment process 
to become a Justice on the 
Supreme Court? 

 

Word Bank: nominate/appoint, President, confirm/approve, Senate 
Fill in the blank with the correct words above. 

 
The ____________________gets to __________________Supreme Court justices, 
and the ____________ has to __________________. 

 

6. What are the responsibilities of 
the Supreme Court? 
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7. What is the role of the courts in 
YOUR life? 

 

 

 

I. Checks and Balances Chart Directions: Various governmental powers are listed below. Identify the branch doing the checking 
and the branch being checked. More than one answer is possible per section.  

Power 
Which Branch Has The Power? Which Branch's Power is Being Checked? 

(Could be more than one) 

 1) Create and pass 
legislation.   
  

  

2) Veto bills.   
 

  

3) Ratify treaties.   
  

  

4) Appoint Federal judges.   
 

  

5) Impeachment of federal 
officials. 
  

  

6) Confirm the 
appointment of presidential 
appointments. 
  

  

7) Declare laws 
unconstitutional.   
  

  

8) Override Presidential 
Vetoes.   
 

  

9) Judges are appointed for 
life.   
 

  

10) Controls appropriations of 
money. 

  

Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

Can you answer these sample test questions about this unit correctly? Use information from eCampus/class websites, your 

online text, or general internet searches if need be. 

*The scenario below describes a government 

process. 

 

A bill was passed. It was vetoed. The veto was 

overridden. Three years later the law was found to 

be unconstitutional. 

 

According to the scenario, in what order did the 

branches of government exercise their power? 

 

A.  legislative, executive, judicial, legislative  

B.  legislative, executive, legislative, judicial  

C.  executive, legislative, executive, judicial  

D.  judicial, executive, legislative, judicial  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*According to the chart below, what should Step 3, Section A state? 

 

 
A.  The House of Representatives debates and votes.  

B.  Committees sign or veto bill.  

C.  Citizens vote on bill.  

D.  Special interest groups vote on bill. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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*Which of the following must happen to overrule a 

veto by the President? 

 

A.  Two thirds of the House of Representatives 

must vote to override a veto.  

B.  Two thirds of both houses of Congress 

must vote to override a veto.  

C.  Three fourths of the Senate must vote to 

override a veto.  

D.  Three fourths of both houses of Congress 

must vote to override a veto.  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which of the following is an example of an 

"implied" power?   

A.  Congress uses the selective service system 

to raise an army.  

B.  Congress votes to raise income taxes.  

C.  Congress declares war on a country for 

sponsoring terrorism.  

D.  Congress votes to confirm a Presidential 

appointment to the Supreme Court. 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Read the following scenario and answer the 

question below: 

 

Congress has just passed a bill, and the President 

has approved it. 

 

Which statement BEST explains how the law can 

still be prevented from being enacted? 

   

A.  The Speaker of the House can veto the 

law.  

B.  The people in each state can vote against 

the law.  

C.  The governors in each state can refuse to 

approve the law.  

D.  The Supreme Court can determine the 

unconstitutionality of the law.  

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*Which statement about the Senate is TRUE? 

   

A.  Each member represents one 

Congressional district.  

B.  It has two members from each state.  

C.  There are 435 members.  

D.  Members are apportioned by state 

population.  

 

 

*The document above is a re-creation of a presidential action. What 

step must take place for Sandra Day O'Connor to become a U.S. 

Supreme Court Associate Justice? 

   
A.  judicial oversight  

B.  judicial review  

C.  confirmation  

D.  appointment  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*What does the writing on the backs of the players represent? 

 
A.  the powers of the legislative and executive branches  

B.  the powers of the state and federal governments  

C.  the powers of the legislative and judicial branches  

D.  the powers of the executive and judicial branches  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Which of the following newspaper headlines describes the operation of 

checks and balances?  

A.  New York State Rejects Federal Regulations on Drug Testing  

B.  Senate Rejects President's Choice of Supreme Court Justice  

C.  Florida to Gain Two Seats in the House of Representatives  

D.  Albany County Receives $4 Million from Congress for Rail 

System  
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The Path to Democracy 
 

Vocabulary Review: Define the following terms and concepts. 

Enlightenment Period 

 

 

Natural Rights 

 

 

Separation of Powers 

 

 

Social Contract 

 

 

Limited Government 

 

 

 

 

 

Enlightenment Thinkers and Concept Reviews 

Who was John Locke and how did his 

ideas influence early American ideals? 

 

Who was Baron de Montesquieu and 

how did his ideas influence early 

American ideals? 

 

Who was Thomas Hobbes and how did 

his ideas influence early American 

ideals? 

 

Who was Jean-Jacques Rousseau and 

how did his ideas influence early 

American ideals? 

 

Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

Can you answer these sample test questions about this unit correctly? Use information from eCampus/class websites, your online 

text, or general internet searches if need be. 

*The statement below was written by Baron de Montesquieu in 

1748. 

  
Which constitutional principle is reflected in this statement? 

A.  rule of law  

B.  individual rights  

C.  separation of powers  

D.  federalism  

 

 

*Which political principle protects citizens from arbitrary 

and abusive uses of government power?  

A.  eminent domain  

B.  common good  

C.  rule of law  

D.  executive order  
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 *Read the quotes below: 

 

  
 

 
   

Which conclusion about the rule of law is BEST supported 

by these quotations? 

 

A. The rule of law leads to tyranny.  

B. Freedom and the rule of law cannot exist together.  

C. People in positions of power need not enact fair laws.  

D. The rule of law is necessary for limited government.  

 

 

Influential Documents 

Magna Carta 

Á Who wrote the Magna Carta and in 

what year? 

Á Why was the Magna Carta written? 

Á How did the ideas of the Magna 

Carta influence colonial ideals of 

democracy? 

 

Mayflower Compact 

Á When was the Mayflower Compact 

written and by who?  

Á How did the ideas of the Mayflower 

Compact influence colonial ideas of 

democracy? 

 

The English Bill of Rights 

Á When was the English Bill of Rights 

written and by who? 

Á How did the ideas of the English Bill 

of Rights influence colonial ideals of 

democracy? 

 

Thomas Paineôs Common Sense 

Á Who wrote Common Sense and in 

what year? 

Á How did the ideas of Common Sense 

influence colonial ideals of 

democracy? 
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Vocabulary Review:  Define the following terms in relation to the Federal Government: 

limited monarchy   
 

self-government  
 

assent  
 

oppression  
 

self-evident  
 

debt   
 

{ƘŀȅΩǎ wŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ  
 

document  
 

compact  
 

authority  
 

process  
 

ensure  
 

retain  
 

tyranny  
 

taxes  
 

Sample Test Questions for this unit: 

Can you answer these sample test questions about this unit correctly? Use information from eCampus/class websites, your online 

text, or general internet searches if need be. 

*The following passage is from a historical account by William 

Bradford, a signer of the Mayflower Compact. 

  
Based on this passage, what decision was made by the colony?  

  

A.  The colonists established a limited monarchy.  

B.  The colonists established an autocracy.  

C.  The colonists chose to be ruled by natural law.  

D.  The colonists chose self-government.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

*How did the Magna Carta influence the colonists' views of 

government?   

 

A. It gave them the idea that everyone is entitled to certain 

natural rights.  

B. It led them to create a government based on a separation of 

powers among different branches.  

C. It established the idea that government power should be 

limited.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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English Policies leading to the Declaration of Independence 

Research each event/action to the left and describe how each of the events contributed to the colonists pushing for independence. Be 

sure to include the dates of each event and the influence each event/action had on the colonies. 

The French 

and Indian 

War 

 

 

 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

 

The 

Proclamation 

of 1763 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 
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The Stamp 

Act and 

Colonial 

Boycotting 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

 

 

The 

Quartering 

Act 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

The 

Townshend 

Acts 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 
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The Boston 

Massacre 

 
How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

The Tea Act 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 
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The Boston 

Tea Party 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

 

The Coercive 

(ñIntolerableò) 

Acts 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

 

The First 

Continental 

Congress 

 

 

 

 

 

How did this event/action lead to the colonists declaring independence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




